Historic South Downtown Grant Awards
Spring 2019
Recipient
Alliance for Pioneer
Square

Project Description
City Hall Park Master Planning Process

Awarded

To convene community stakeholders to develop a plan to enhance the public
realm and public safety for all users.
Fortson Square Redevelopment

$115,000

Chief Seattle Club

This project offers capital improvements to improve public safety, cultural equity in design, and pedestrian usability. Design elements to incorporate Coast
Salish design principles.
Native Works

$105,000

Chief Seattle Club

Development of retail program for Native artists, growing community advocacy
and activating public spaces at Chief Seattle Club’s ?al?al project.
Memorial to the Chinese Expulsion in Seattle

$ 33,289

Chinese Memorial
Project

CID Coalition

CIDBIA

Compass Housing

DESC

Friends of Little Saigon

Historic China Gate
Foundation

International Community Health Services
(ICHS)

Interim Community
Development Association

Interim SCIDpda Partnership

International Examiner
Jazz Club Murals

Seattle's early pioneers included Chinese people, who established a Chinese
quarter in Pioneer Square in the early 1870s. Seattle's initial Chinatown in Pioneer Square is all but hidden, as is the exclusion of Chinese from Seattle in
1886, with the anti-Chinese riot. A permanent memorial will promote, preserve, document and strengthen the history and culture of Pioneer Square.
This grant supports Phase 1 artist selection and design of the memorial.
Activating the Chinatown-International District for Equitable Development and
Community Control
Through public outreach, events, workshops, and trainings, the ChinatownInternational District (CID) Coalition will expand opportunities for communitycentered dialogue on anti-gentrification and anti-displacement efforts, create
equitable access to information on new developments in the CID, and connect
with community members to advocate for more community control.
C-ID Neighborhood Marketing
Historic South Downtown funding will allow the CIDBIA to continue marketing
efforts within Chinatown-ID and promote the C-ID as a destination neighborhood. The project will include continuing active promotions such as the Happy
Hour Food Walk, as well as new projects such as creating promotional videos
and digital marketing material.
Capital improvements to day room
The funds will assist Compass Housing to renovate and improve the day
room, serving homeless clients.
3rd Ave. Engagement Team
Funds from Historic South Downtown will support DESC’s Third Avenue Engagement Team, which patrols the sidewalk on the block during weekdays,
and helps DESC clients and other individuals experiencing homelessness stay
safe, receive needed services, and maintain a safe walkway for tourists, jurists
and other pedestrians.
Little Saigon Cultural Gathering Space Program Development
Capacity building to support the development of FLS's Small Business Assistance program and Arts and Cultural Engagement, funding a full-time staff
person to support implementation of these programs in the Little Saigon Cultural Gathering space.
Historic Chinatown Gate cleaning and maintenance.
The Historic Chinatown Gate Foundation designed, constructed in 2007 and
maintained the Greater Seattle Chinatown Gate for the past 12 years. The
traditional Chinese Gate engenders Community pride, increases tourism by
endowing Greater Seattle with a signature landmark in the Chinatown International District and adds vitality and cultural interest to the district. The grant
will support the required maintenance of the Gate for the next ten year segment of the City Ordinance.
Permanent multimedia installation on history of ICHS
The funds will help develop a permanent multi-media exhibition in the ICHS
International District Medical and Dental clinic by the Fall of 2019. The exhibit
will document and display the history of the agency and its vital role in providing affordable health care to South Downtown residents over the past 46
years.
Uncle Bob’s Community Room
InterIm CDA’s upcoming low-income housing project, Uncle Bob’s Place, will
include a 500 square foot community gathering space, prominently located at
the streetfront corner of the building. Unofficially named the B.S. Room, it will
be designed to carry forward Uncle Bob’s legacy of activism in the spirit of
community –to foster community building and organizing towards strengthening and protecting the people and culture of the International District. Grant
funds will be used for the core and shell construction of this space.
Neighborhood Disaster Prep
Through community organizing, outreach, education, training, drills and planning, InterIm CDA and SCIDpda seek to empower those who live or work in
the CID to help themselves and their neighbors when disaster strikes. The
project would build both individual and collective capacities to navigate and
negotiate for culturally meaningful resources for ourselves and the larger CID
community.
To increase our news coverage in the International Examiner of any and all
issues that affect the preservation of the CID neighborhood; and to conduct
historical research for and to help produce and promote a memoir written by
community leader and IE board president Ron Chew, which will be released
later in the year in 2019.
Restoration and preservation of historic jazz club murals uncovered during
renovation of Louisa Hotel.
Language and cultural education

$ 28,000

$ 10,000

$ 35,000

$ 60,000

$ 35,000

$ 35,000

$

5,000

$ 80,000

$100,000

$ 35,000

$ 20,000

$ 40,000

One World Now

Capital improvements and program funding to support language and cultural
education for youth, including world languages, leadership development workshops, community service, and one-on-one mentoring.
Physical activity for youth

$ 30,000

RAVE

Increase of physical and healthy social activity among CID youth and families
using soccer as the vehicle.
Lights On! Campaign

$ 10,000

SCIDpda

SCIDpda

An in-language outreach campaign to encourage CID business and property
owners and manager to help increase the overall neighborhood night-time
lighting experience during the most active evening hours. With a successful
campaign, business and building owners could brighten the evening
streetscape and enhance perceptions of safety.
Business Development Workshops
This funds the continuation of our business educational workshop series. The
workshop series provides professional and technical support and extensive
outreach necessary to reach immigrant entrepreneurs. It also includes oneon-one direct assistance to businesses with finding space, technical and financing referrals and lease negotiation, as well as advocacy with developers
and landlords.
Security Cameras

$ 34,250

$ 35,000

Seniors in Action

Seattle Chinatown public safety CCTV community project aims to reduce
crime, increase resident safety and improve the business environment in the
district.
Activating public parks with activities for youth

$ 35,000

Spark the Parks

Focusing on three CID public parks, improve public health by encouraging
outdoor recreation and community gardening.
Capital Improvement Feasibility Study

$ 35,000

Theater Off Jackson

Theatre Off Jackson is embarking on an overall capital improvement project
for our two-venue facility, including façade improvements (signage, a secure
entry-way), water-proofing of flooring, HVAC, ADA, and other structural and
aesthetic improvements to increase safety and comfort for facility users and
visitors. The initial process will include a feasibility study for capital improvements and working with legal and real estate consultants to establish a longterm lease with the building owners.
Total

$ 34,000

$949,539

